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Abstract 

This article introduces philosophical and moral ideas of the Medieval and Renaissance periods, which are significant to the 
present day.
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In the Middle Ages, ethical teachings had a religious character. 
In the center of these teachings was the love of God. Love was 
the main principle of ethics, and a norm of behavior was named 
a "golden rules». In the Middle Ages, philosophers tried to an-
swer the question "Does a person's fate depend on his behavior 
or a wish of the Lord?”. 

Augustine Blazhensky (IV-V centuries) is Italian philosopher. 
He, in his books “On the immortality of the soul”, “Confes-
sion” noted that the Lord is the owner of a powerful force, he 
created man free, but human freedom has its limit; a person 
must do all for the consent (agreement) of God, and should fol-
low the rules of morality for a good.

Thomas Aquinas (XIII century) is Italian philosopher. He, in 
his book “About theology” wrote ethical ideas. He considers 
the necessary unity of mind and faith, philosophy and religion. 
He thinks that man must do command of God on Earth; the 
goal of science is to study our world, but above the knowledge 
of man there is another world, which is the world of Truth and 
only the Lord can know this world.

Human knowing is powerless in the study of another world; 
therefore, philosophy should serve religion, since truth can be 
achieved with the help of mind; ideal morality is a guarantee 
of good; to be far from God is the transformation (or close) of 
a person to mercilessness; the highest point of happiness is di-
vinity, and divinity is the knowing God, which can get through 
wisdom and morality; only with the Lord helps a person may 
an honest, mind is the basis of human freedom.

Pierre Abelard (XI-XII centuries) is French philosopher. He 
was the son of a landowner. But he refused his father's inheri-
tance and devoted his life to philosophy. Pierre in his books 
"Ethics", "Yes or No", "History of my disasters” wrote his ethi-
cal thoughts. He invented a new principle of morality: "Study 
to believe “.

According to Abelard, a person can do a good deed with his 
will (or wish); human freedom is fact of the greatness wisdom 
of Lord; each person will answer for his actions, morality is the 
most valuable achievement of human. 

In the Renaissance period (XIV-XVI centuries), all cultural 
achievements were directed for the benefit of human. Schol-
ars confirmed that men will physically dead, but spiritually he 
lives forever, and morality is a basis of human spirituality. In 
this epoch, morality becomes an instrument of knowing of a 
person and the fulfillment of his inner opportunities and pow-
ers.

Jordano Bruno (XVI century) is a famous Italian scientist - as-
tronomer. J. Bruno says that a perfect person is a person who 
directs his activity to the benefit of society, and always tries to 
progress; a person must improve his personality and his sur-
roundings; striving from the wildness to the kindness is a de-
velopment of morality; a person's morality is reflected in his 
love; a loving person is a creator, serving to society is an ac-
tion of a moral person. These were the conclusions of J. Bruno 
about human ethics.

M. Montaigne (XVI century) is French philosopher. In his 
books "Experiments", "Friendship" he collected ethical experi-
ences of all times and people. His ethical ideas were as follows: 
moral perfection is the true development of a person; a think-
ing person is a moral person; all the best qualities are possible 
for a person; people's morality is different and it is connected 
with the environment. Montaigne said: “I look at myself and 
see in myself shame and shamelessness, wisdom and madness, 
hard work and laziness, silence and chatter, kindness and lie, 
large heart and greed.  In every person, you can see these con-
flicting qualities. Therefore, I cannot say anything surely about 
myself “.
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Montaigne's moral conclusion is the following: "We must di-
rect all our thinking and actions for our goods". These ideas 
of Montaigne later became the basis of the ethics of bourgeois 
society.

Thus, in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, there were differ-
ent ideas on human ethics. All thinkers tried to understand and 
study the essence of morality in life.
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