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Eye of the Tiger Sign

An "eye-of-the-tiger" sign is a distinctive pattern observed in 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), serving as a critical diag-

Figure: Transverse T2-weighted (A) , Flair(C), T2 EG (D) 
and coronal T2-weighted (B) MR images showing a low sig-
nal intensity ring surrounding a central high intensity region 

in the globus palludis, producing an eye of the tiger sign.
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nostic indicator of pantothenate kinase-associated neurodegen-
eration (PKAN). This sign manifests as low-signal intensity 
rings encircling central regions of high-signal intensity within 
the medial aspect of the bilateral globus pallidus on T2-weight-
ed MRI scans (Figure 1). The diminished signal intensity sur-
rounding the globus pallidus is attributed to the accumulation 
of excess iron. The central areas of heightened signal intensity 
are likely a result of gliosis. PKAN, previously referred to as 
Hallervorden-Spatz syndrome, is among the three extrapyra-
midal disorders linked to an elevated presence of brain iron, 
collectively known as neurodegeneration with brain iron ac-
cumulation (NBIA).

There are no formalized criteria for the sign and other condi-
tions, such as Wilson disease, atypical parkinsonism, and or-
ganophosphate poisoning may demonstrate a similar appear-
ance. It may also be a normal finding on 3 T MRI. Therefore, 
caution should be used when interpreting this sign.
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