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Asymptomatic Dark Grey Papule: What Dermoscopy had Revealed

Case Presentation
A 32-year-old male consulted for a painless lesion on the right 
knee, which had been evolving for 3 months; initially, he de-
nied any application of a topical product. Upon examination, a 
blackish-grey papule, 15 mm in diameter, with a rough surface 
and pigmented border was noted. Faced with the suspicious 
blackish appearance, we used the dermatoscope on it: Hem-
orrhagic points and lines surrounded by a whitish halo were 
seen, this combination of features gives an appearance remi-
niscent of frogspawn (Figure 1), the rest of the dermatologi-
cal examination revealed on the left arm a cluster of yellowish 
fine fronds emerging from a narrow pedicle base (Figure 2). 
Detailed questioning with the patient revealed the notion of the 
application of silver nitrate into the first lesion, which could 
explain the black appearance observed. Considering these find-
ings, the diagnosis of warts was made.

Figure 1: Hemorrhagic points and lines surrounded by a 
whitish halo, known as “Frogspawn pattern”.

Figure 2: Finger like projections with bleeding spots on it.

Teaching point
Cutaneous warts caused by Human papilloma virus can affect 
up to 7–12% of the general population [1]. They are benign 
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proliferations of the epidermis and may present in different 
forms; The diagnosis of this viral infection is usually made 
clinically, but dermoscopy can be of aid when the diagnosis 
is uncertain. The two aspects mentioned above have been de-
scribed in the literature [2] as a “frogspawn” pattern, which 
shows multiple polyps resembling a mass of frog eggs in the 
first lesion; and the Finger like projections in the filiform wart 
observed in the second lesion. Therefore, the use of dermoscop 
was sufficient to confirm the diagnosis of a wart and reassure 
the patient about the blackish appearance of the first lesion, 
which is due to the exogenous deposition of silver nitrate.
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